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D138
Drinking fountains
Hard landscape elements

Appropriate in locations with higher pedestrian and cycle numbers, 
near schools and recreational areas. A consistent type of fountain is 
envisaged across Tauranga. Fountains support healthy streets and 
active modes as well as tourism. 

Paved surfaces are required beneath fountains to provide 
accessibility for all people. 1.5m clear space in front of the fountain 
is required and 1.0m recommended on other sides.

Drinking fountains should be situated in busy pedestrian areas and 
outside of key attractions. Pet bowls are attached to fountain bases. 

Clustering drinking fountains near other amenities is recommended.

Raingardens can be utilised to collect runoff. Drains are required if 
rain gardens are not provided. Raingardens are not to be located 
above utility services.

Note: selection of brand and type is subject to council approval.
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D139
Public seating
Hard landscape elements

Benches and other forms of seating provide rest areas for people using 
the street and can offer amenity and traffic calming benefits as well. 
Their location should be considered along with other street amenities 
such as rubbish bins, drinking fountains, bicycle stands, bus stops, 
and shade trees or structures. The number of seats provided must be 
aligned to the potential number of users.

Clear space in front of seats to allow pedestrian movements is 
a minimum of 1.8m.

Seating minimum setbacks:

•	 0.9m from kerb (0.6m if facing away from the kerb and 
separated by a fence or planting).

•	 0.6m from tree pits.

•	 1.5m from rubbish bins.

•	 0.75m space in front of seat.

Seating should be clustered with other appropriate pedestrian 
amenities and, in commercial and retail areas, must be well lit.

Note: selection of brand and type is subject to council approval.
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D140
Street furniture zone
Hard landscape elements

This element provides additional space for street furniture and other 
objects located within a town centre or retail area. Widths to be defined 
using NZTA Pedestrian Planning and Design Guide.

The street furniture zone varies by 
activity but should be at least 2.0m wide. 
A footpath space of minimum 1.8m is to 
remain clear of street furniture. 

There should be an obvious visible edge to the street 
furniture zone (may include a row of steel buttons).

A street furniture zone can be located adjacent to a kerb; (refer 
public seating and public artworks elements for setbacks between 
objects and the kerb).

Fixed structures should be avoided if they overlap a utilities space and service 
envelopes must be respected for all footings. In most situations approval are 
required from the utility where a utility is located under hard surfacing.

Street furniture must be easily removable if near/above the utilities corridor and 
must ·be clear of HV equipment so that doors can be opened fully and allow for 
safe operations.
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D141
Public artworks or sculptures
Hard landscape elements

This element provides a space for a public artwork 
or sculptural feature to be installed within the street 
environment. Visual prominence, space surrounding 
the artwork for viewing and maintenance are key 
considerations. Underground utilities may conflict with 
the footings for installations so need to be considered 
as well. Compliance with Council's Public Art Policy is 
required.

Space for artworks should be at 
least 3.0m by 5.0m in size. 

Artworks need to be separated from street 
furniture and structures by a minimum of 1.5m. 

Artworks need to be separated from a vehicle lane by a 
minimum of 1.2m.

Where artworks are designed so that people pause and observe them 
from all sides, a clear space (1.2m minimum) should be provided around 
all sides to provide safe viewing.

For larger artworks, a suitable "plaza" space must be provided to 
accommodate groups of people and ensure safety and convenience for other 
street users. In most situations approval are required from the utility where a 
utility is located under hard surfacing.

Note: Artwork must be clear of HV equipment so that doors can be opened fully 
and allow for safe operations and 1.0 to 1.5mtrs clear of the any underground 
services depending of the art work. This is to allow for sufficient room to excavate 
and avoid the risk of trenches collapsing due to the weight of the art work.
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