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D135
Street trees
Soft landscape elements

Street trees offer many benefits to the city, including 
visual amenity, ecology, water and air quality 
management, noise abatement and shelter. A number 
of species lists of street trees have been developed 
that relate to a range of different categories, e.g. 
large, tall, small, native, etc. These types assist in 
ensuring that the correct type of tree is provided 
within the right context so that roots, foliage and leaf 
fall don’t interfere with the operation of the street or 
cause maintenance issues. 

Street tree typical setback 
requirements (distance to trunk):

•	 0.8m to kerbs.

•	 1.5m to vehicle crossings and car parks.

•	 0.8m to footpaths.

•	 3.0m to pole fixtures (e.g. street light heads). Street 
light pole "tall" version will provide increased space.

•	 1.0m from cycle lanes or paths. Tree selection from "cycle 
compatible species list" is also required.

Clusters of three street trees (spaced at least 2.0m) can be utilised to 
achieve required tree numbers.

Trees from the large species list should be used wherever space can 
be made available and are particularly important on streets greater 
than 25m in width. Consult with TCC for suitable tree species.

Trees benefit from being under-planted with ground cover plants 
Consult with TCC for suitable tree species.

Trees within 5.0m of a vehicle crossing or car park require a clear 
trunk to canopy space of 2.5m (for sight lines).

Note: Street tree location 
must consider clearance 
distances to underground 
services and accessibility 
to service infrastructure
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D136
Planted berms
Soft landscape elements

Landscaping within berms improves public amenity and is a good 
option where there is insufficient space for street trees. Planting can 
provide separation between footpaths and busy roads. Compact and 
hardy native vegetation is preferred and provides ecological benefits. 
Planting type should consider sightlines between driveways, car 
parking, pedestrians and other road users. Maintenance of planting 
must consider safety aspects such as working in the road. Note that 
utilities maintenance operations may be undertaken beneath planted 
berms and may not result in like-for-like replacement of planting.

Front berm planting 
minimum width 1.0m. 
Can be combined with 
build-outs to give greater 
amenity.

Rear berm planting minimum width 
0.6m (only allowed in certain road 
hierarchies and with approval from power and 
gas if located in utility berm). 

Minimum spacing to signs, utility cabinets 
and other objects must be 0.6m beyond 
any cabinet doors fully open to allow for safe 
working conditions for operators.

Plant species within 3.0m of a vehicle or pedestrian crossing or car park must 
reach less than 0.6m height at maturity.

Raised planter boxes are permitted if no other options exist, or to enable temporary events.

Street trees can usually be combined with low planting, subject to root space requirements. 
For further details see technical drawing T204 in TCC’s IDC. 

Refer to "Soft landscape 
elements" in the Street 
design tool for preferred 
options and limitations.

Note: Planting of utility berms only in discussion and with written approval from utility provider (including 
plant type). Planting, (including planter boxes and raised garden beds)  that will impede access to and 
opening of the transformers and switch units is not allowed. The planting will not impact on operating the 
equipment and will allow for safe egress in a fault situation e.g. switch failure/flashover.
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D137
Planting within central medians and roundabouts
Soft landscape elements

Landscaping (trees, planting, etc.) offers benefits such as amenity, 
wayfinding, stormwater management and ecology. Landscaped 
roundabouts and central medians can provide these benefits for 
important routes and at gateway intersections. However they carry 
a high cost to construct and maintain, they introduce safety issues 
associated with public access and maintenance operations and they 
may restrict sightlines for vehicles. It is not acceptable to create a 
roundabout or median for the sole purpose of placing landscaping 
within it. Refer to "Soft landscape elements" in the Street Design Tool 
for preferred options and limitations.

Trees can be placed 
in this space subject 
to root space requirements 
(consult with TCC for suitable 
tree species) and clear canopy height 
and limbs that do not interfere with traffic.

Minimum width for planted median is 2.5m.

Street lights may be positioned within the central median or 
roundabouts. 

Suitable pedestrian crossing opportunities are required for planted 
medians. Height restrictions for vegetation apply. See D137 for more detail.

Planted roundabouts must be accessible for maintenance and require a 
sizable concrete skirt.

For planed medians and medians with stormwater treatment devices as 
raingarden and vegetated swales or other landscape features that require 
maintenance, the carriageway width must be at least 2.75m plus and 
additional 1m for a safety cordon (being 3.75m per direction).
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